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AUSTRALIA’S NORTH WEST TOURISM AWARDS 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [9.58 pm]:  Last Thursday, 4 May, I attended Australia’s 
North West Tourism Awards at Broome, albeit a little late and missing my luggage, with my colleagues 
Hon Ken Baston, Hon Shelley Archer and the member for Kimberley, Mrs Carol Martin.   
Hon Simon O’Brien:  Where did you get your replacement clothes from? 
Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  From local shops.  The lateness and missing luggage was made up for by the 
event at the Sun Picture Theatre, which is an amazing and very historic place.  It was great to see possibly a 
couple of hundred people in attendance on the evening.  There were aeroplanes flying overhead while the award 
ceremony was taking place.  The atmosphere at the Sun was just amazing and made up for the lost luggage and 
the delayed flight.  It was wonderful being there.  As I said, there were more than 200 people in attendance at the 
North West Tourism Awards.  The first regional tour and board meeting of the Tourism Council was held in 
Broome.  It was great having the Tourism Council there because it is the premier tourism group in Western 
Australia.  It will have to make a few more trips to regional WA, because it will help promote tourism and 
inform members of the house about tourism in regional WA.  I thank Ron Buckey, the chief executive officer of 
the Tourism Council, for putting that together. 
The Australia’s North West Tourism Awards were hosted by a very colourful character in Mary G, known as the 
black queen of the Kimberley.  I am sure that Hon Ken Baston will attest to the fact that she is a very colourful 
character.  She provided fun-filled entertainment for everyone who attended that night.  Next year I am sure that 
he/she - it is questionable - should be nominated for an award because he/she is a tourist icon.  It is hard to gather 
which way she sits on the fence!   
I congratulate the winners on the night.  They have great infrastructure, tourism facilities and support for people 
who tour the north west.  The winners include APT Kimberley Wilderness Adventures; Willie Creek Pearl Farm 
Tours; Slingair Heliworks WA; Red Sky Cruises; Broome and the Kimberley Holidays; Broome and the 
Kimberley Event Management; the Kimberley Moon Experience-Ord Valley Muster, which is on this weekend - 
I suggest that any member who has some spare time this weekend attend it because it is an amazing event; the 
Cable Beach Club Resort; and Ms Sonja Mitchell, who got an individual award for excellence in providing 
tourism to people in the north west.   
I also acknowledge the Chairman of Australian North West Tourism, Ian Laurance, who is a former member of 
Parliament.  I acknowledge him for the tireless and wonderful work that he put into this event and that he puts 
into north west tourism.  He has a great passion for tourism.  Everyone in this house knows Ian Laurance and 
that his passion and commitment to tourism is second to none.  I also acknowledge the CEO of Australia’s North 
West Tourism, Grant Smart, for his tireless work and dedication to tourism.  He particularly put a lot of work 
into the awards, which were something special.  The awards were complemented by the North West Expo which 
was held at the Broome Recreation and Aquatic Centre.  I managed to look at that, and it was great to see the 
people from Broome supporting the event.  The expo showcased local businesses, education, government 
services and tourist operators.  It was the first time that it featured fishing, boating and marine exhibits and 
activities.  It was great to see people getting involved in that.  I thank members of the organising committee of 
the expo and, in particular, Graeme Atherton for making the expo a showcase in the wonderful north west.  I 
urge members to be in Broome next year for this event.  It is great to see what the north west has to offer.   
 


